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This simple-yet-sophisticated Ibizan villa combines 
blissful seclusion with the convenience of a private 

members’ club at the island’s smartest address 
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White-plastered stone walls and wooden ceiling beams: 
homes have been built the same way on the Balearic Islands 
for centuries. This villa, designed by the architect Rolf 
Blakstad, was chosen by London-based art dealer Simon Lee 
and his wife Carine among the 50 luxury homes that form 
Sabina Estates, a private Ibizan residential complex where the 
management of the design-led buildings and tranquil gardens 
is taken care of, so that holidaying at home is blissfully free of 
any practical worries.

The villa is located on the southwest coast of Ibiza and com-
plies with the four cornerstones of the ideal home here: space, 
simplicity, light and views of the mountains and the sea. As 
well as the idyllic location, summers at Sabina Estates have 
plenty of convenient diversions: a members-only clubhouse 
with a gym, tennis courts, and a restaurant helmed by former 
Noma chef Shahar Tamir. There’s also a bijoux night-spot – a 
small exception to the zen-like calm that the house, and the 
manicured enclave in which it sits, emanate.

Designed from scratch by Blakstad, the villa is a contempo-
rary interpretation of Ibizan fi nca, with pillars, patios and 
thick white walls, but with the contemporary addition of large, 
fl oor-to-ceiling windows. Its 750 sq/m fl oor-plan houses six 
bedrooms, an impressive entry hall and cinema and games 
rooms. To capitalise on the indoor-outdoor lifestyle Ibiza 
a! ords, the great room on the ground fl oor of the house has an 
alfresco counterpart – a sprawling, sun-dappled seating area 
that looks out over the 20-metre swimming pool and sea 
beyond. Equipped with an outdoor kitchen, it’s a perfectly 
appointed entertaining zone. 

The architect’s credo is that a house should be able to adapt 
to di! erent uses over the course of a day and feel like an exten-
sion of the landscape rather than an imposition. “The lesson 
we have learned from ancient Mediterranean architecture is 
that contemporary construction techniques need to be sus-
tainable,” he says. Accordingly, the materials Blakstad has 
selected are time-honoured: lime-washed walls, limestone 
fl oors and chestnut-beamed ceilings (with Forest Stewardship 
Council certifi cation).

Great attention was also paid to ensuring that the decora-
tion is low-key and in keeping with the surrounding land-
scape. A soothing backdrop of pale wood, pastel hues, natural 
textures (think slubby linens, rattan weaves) is punctuated 
with design classics (a Jean Prouvé daybed and Frank Lloyd 
Wright dining set are standouts) and judicious pops of colour 
(note the ceramic tables by American painter Sarah Crowner).

In the outdoor living area, landscaper Andrea Sánchez has 
created a scheme that connects the building with surrounding 
nature using indigenous plants (olive, pine and sabina trees 
and drifts of aromatic herbs). Days in the villa start early, with 
a dip in the pool or a session in the gym at the Sabina Clubhouse, 
and continue with a late lunch, Spanish style, under the villa’s 
pergola. Every evening, the Lee’s have the privilege of watching 
a show that they never tire of from the patio: the sun plunging 
into the sea like a ball of fi re.  sabinaibiza.com

Above and opposite page: Simple, thick-walled bedrooms lead straight out to the 20-metre swimming pool. The sun loungers are 
from Tine K Home. Previous pages: The outdoor dining area set for break¹ast. The stackable Jared chairs are by Gommaire. 
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Above: A painting by France-Lise McGurn and ceramic cof¹ee tables by Sarah Crowner add splashes of colour to the fresh, white 
sitđing room. Opposite page: A large, sun-dappled living area acts an exđension of the internal great room. 
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Above: The central courđyard is anchored by an ancient olive tree. Opposite page: SCH24 chairs, designed by Hans Wegner in 1949 
for Carl Hansen & Søn, flank the dining table in the kitchen, which can be completely opened up to the garden on two sides. 
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